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W at Lnion CHhureh are alio at ancther dtage in cur ransition. Gur ableand dodicatod seareh committee
[Pl Setttaver, Katie Kales, Lumar Robinson, DebbicLomb, Toe Boyle, Beth Buaskin, Eve WMeFheeters and
Heather Davis/ fave worked hard cver several months and fave now ananinowsly seloctod a candidele that ey
enthusioitically presented o the Deacons fur approval’ Afler meeting wilh the candidite this past weed, Hhe deacons
woted To aceept e acareh committee s ehoice ‘with gratitude | They also are very ploased with e acloction. Jhey
will wow secommend lo you that this person Secome cur aettled paster. You will all fave a chance to meet the
candideteon Way 7 and after cogfec hows members af Hnion Chureh wilt bo asked To vote 2o apffirm the Seareh
Clommitlee s seloction and the Deacons recommendation. With yows affirmation the process of tranaition will
cantinuwe, ut it will bo aeveral months bofure the settled paitor s installed, Shis is what we fave Seen praying fos
ainee Pailor Gan made fer anncuncement about setiring. Yot wow hat this atage off the process is apon ws, some
members of e communily may feel as anricws as they did when & forat atarted as interim paster. Hange s
Srightoning and it con be Sard W tove cur chureh. We are allinvedted in it Hopefully, fowever, you Kave come
o ace hat desppite aome changes in the pait year and'a hatf Unicw (Hureh s thicving. Qur.aerviees are stiltl
Seantiful and meaningful we still bove and suppart cack cther, and have o good line. Wone of that with change
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News from our Moderator(and Chair of the Search Committee: The search for a Settled Pastor at Union

Church is coming to an end! The eight person Search Committee received over twenty five inquiries over the
course of several months and many of those with detailed applications for the position. We advertised
through various denominational church networks, various websites offering church position postings,
seminary web sites, etc. All applicants were asked to write an essay of why they felt they fit our church as
pastor and to also submit sample sermons. These requests proved to be a very helpful way to eliminate the
candidates that simply did not make sense for Union Church. After considerable vetting of the applications,
detailed interviews were conducted with two candidates, including answering an extensive list of questions.
The Search Committee presented their unanimous recommendation to the Deacons who voted to approve the
candidate with gratitude. One Deacon was not able to attend this meeting with the candidate. The members
of the Executive Committee, not on the Deacons or Search team, also have had a chance to meet with the
candidate.

On Sunday, May 7™ the rest of the Union Church family will have an opportunity to meet and hear the chosen
candidate preach. Following the coffee hour the members of Union Church present at this service will follow
the requirements of the Union Church Constitution and cast a vote as to whether they support the efforts and
recommendation of the Search Committee and Deacons.

The Search Committee appreciates the patience of the Union Church family in this long process and need for
confidentiality. The need for confidentiality is very important for the candidate’s sake due to the current
position this person holds as well as for the respect for the process. Following May 7" more time will have to
pass before the new Settled Pastor can begin at Union Church. Thankfully we have been in the very skilled
and loving hands of Nancy Bancroft for nearly a year and a half and she will continue to lead and guide us until

the transition is complete.

In-A-Pinch:

Tuesday, May 9: Union Church will be preparing the meal for the
In-A-Pinch non-food essentials pantry and we are in need of bakers.

There will be a sign-up sheet in the vestibule. Thank you!
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Time for a New Directory: McKenny photographers will set up at the community club after our church service
on May 21 to take head shots of each of us. They are also willing to take family photos, at no charge, at the
same time. Our hope is to have current pictures of all our year-round members and friends before the snow
birds arrive. The photographer will return in June for them and for any of you who can’t make May 215t and
missed April 23™. Please sign up in the church entry and fill out the form below and bring it with you for your
sitting.

. Please fi

Cy R
Henney

v PHOTOGRAPHY w

Union Church Directory Portraits
McKennaey Photography is pleased to be

providing photography services for the new
directory at Union Church. On April 23rd and

May 21st, we wili b

s&l up at the Community

Club directly after service, We will photograph

each pargon individually as well as any family

groupings you would ke, Thore is no charge 10 cmall

have your photo taken for the directory. You will
have the opton to purchase prints and digdal

e 1s no

images from the photos we take, but the

oblgation. If you

not hesdate to cont

an't want 1o see you!

Women’s Retreat: Some people have asked, “What's a retreat?” “What goes on there?” Although there are several
types of retreats, the Union Church women'’s retreats have involved sharing of readings, personal stories, thoughts and
feelings, some prayer, a little quiet personal reflection time, happy hour (actually somewhat longer than an hour) and
eating together. Here are comments from some of this year’s participants:

*The refreat allowed parficipants fime apart from day-foday activities to-be ina
warm, encowraging community of women: Time for personal enrichment-and
reflection and communal sharing in a beawfiful seaside setfing.”

*( Liked sharing mealy fogether.”

* thoughtt of was a very posilfive experience for people fo- feel support when sharing
feelings:”



“l engoy refreats thart buddd commundty. /
hink owr senge of communily was
strengthened by the fime and experiences we
shared fogether at Marie Joseph's:”

“l Liked the ocean yiew-and
the forsythia: My sense of
hope was renewed when /
lovked out the windows:”

“The cosmnal conversations |
had witr otihvers meant o
great deal to- me.”

*Spending the night at the retreat house
brought back happy memories of college
%))

* like the croned sheets af Marce
JW)}’/”

* made some new- friends at the refreat: Af-the affer church coffee howr, [ have
good cndfentions buy don’tf seem fo-get fo- falk fo- everybody | want fo- get fo- know:”

*“When other people share the same concerns yow haye about the future, o fakes
awny some of the fear yow feel.”’

* N woudd be so- nice Of some of the younger women who-come fo-our church
wodd fake part in these refreafs:”



Celebrate Cinco de Mayo
Saturday May 6"~ Fire Barn, Biddeford Pool

5:30 — appetizers / 6:15 —dinner
Bring your Muchachos! \Wear A Sombrero, por favor!
Chefs: Peter & Eve McPheeters
Guacamole, chips & salsa, Chicken Enchiladas
Choose: Medium, Mild or Vegetarian

Pinto Beans/Green Rice

and Chocolate Bread Pudding

BYO Beverage

$ 15.00
RSVP - Cynthia @ 286-7776 ASAP

charchibald@me.com

Please specify number attending AND regular or mild or vegetarian
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Holy Week 2017 at Union Church

We began our week reenacting Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem with joyful music.

Maundy Thursday taught us lessons about serving as Jesus had done. Then we celebrated the Last Supper

And recalled, through the
Tenebrae Service the
depth of love Jesus has
for us.




On Easter morning we gathered in the dark and wept with Mary Magdeleine at the tomb.

(Please check out our website- the
picture gallery is updated regularly)




